
 
   

 

Course Information: 
Day Skipper Practical  

(Motor Cruising) 
 

The Day Skipper course can either be run as a residential course where everyone stays aboard 

or non-residential.  
 
The aim of the course is to give you the knowledge and confidence to skipper a motor boat on a 

short coastal passage in familiar waters by day. During the course there is plenty of time for 
the all-important boat handling to ensure that you feel comfortable handling the motor yacht. 
There is also a night navigation exercise which is normally run on Day 3 of the course to give 

you an introduction to operating a vessel at night. 
 
This course is very much a hands-on course with little time to teach navigation or other 

theoretical subjects. It is therefore strongly recommended that you take the RYA Day Skipper 
Shorebased course prior to your practical course so you can put those skills into practice on 
the water.  

 
The course is taught entirely on ‘Millbrook’, our Nelson 42 ex pilot boat. She is equipped with 
the latest Raymarine navigation software to ensure you learn with the latest uptodate 

equipment. Lunch is eaten aboard normally alongside a berth or at anchor. Breakfast and the 
occasional evening meal are also eaten on board depending on whether the course is 
residential. 

 

 Day Skipper Course Summary (Motor) 

Max Client / 

Instructor Ratio 
5:1. Although we normally operate to 4:1 ratio. 

Recommended Pre 

Course Experience 

100miles, 5 days at Sea and 4 night hours. Basic navigation and 
helmsmanship. It is recommended that you attend the Day Skipper 

Shorebased course before taking this practical course 
 

Course Content 
Pilotage, boat handling, seamanship and navigation, chartwork, 
MOB recovery practice, anchoring, picking up mooring buoys and 
more. 

Ability after course Can skipper a motor yacht in familiar waters by day 

Course duration 4 days 

 

 
At the end of the course you can apply for your International Certificate of Competence 

(ask your Instructor for more details). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


