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Advanced Pilotage

The Advanced Pilotage course aims to build on the skills attained by the sailor at Day Skipper level. You will 

gain confidence in your pilotage skills and in navigating at night. A sailor undertaking this course might not yet 

have the experience required for Coastal Skipper

Recommended pre-course experience: 10 days at sea, 4 night hours, 150 miles, 2 days as skipper

Syllabus

Passage Planning

Understands:

Victualing

The importance of identifying ports of refuge

Publications required

Strategy

Customs procedures

Can: 

Calculate the fuel required, including reserve

Plan a coastal passage

Preparation for Sea

Understands:

Safety equipment for offshore passage

Can:

Prepare a motor cruiser for sea

Give an effective safety briefng

Pilotage

Understands:

Tidal conditions

GNSS limitations and pilotage

Can:

Prepare a pilotage plan taking into consideration soundings,  

transits, clearing bearings, back bearings, buoyage, and port  

or harbour regulations

Pilot a motor cruiser by day and night

Passage making and responsibilites as a skipper

(Daylight hours)

Understands:

The significance of meteorological trend

The importance of crew welfare, safety and control on passage
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Can:

Take charge of a motor cruiser and direct the crew

Organise the navigational, deck work and domestic duties for a 

motor cruiser or passage

Organise watch-keeping

integrate the use of traditional and electronic aids to navigation

Radar / AIS

Knowledge of:

The uses and limitations of AIS

Understands:

The advantages and limitations of radar

Boat Handling

Understands:

The characteristics of various hull forms and  propeller 

configurations

Can:

Control the boat effectively in a confined space, including all  

berthing and unberthing situations in various conditions of wind  

and tide

Berth and unberth in simple situations using one engine and lines 

(on a twin-engine boat)

Avoid excess use of power

Demonstrate a practical understanding and correct use of power 

trim and trim tabs

Adverse Weather Conditions 

Understands:

The action to be taken in rough weather

The importance of boat control in waves, and positioning to 

minimize the possibility of injury

Preparation for heavy weather and boat handling in strong winds

iNavigation and general conduct in restricted visibility

Emergency Situations

Knowledge of:

How a vessel may be asked to assist in a search

Understands:

The actions to be taken when abandoning to a life raft, and during 
helicopter and lifeboat rescues

What to do in a medical emergency

How to issue distress signals by all available means in an 
emergency, including distress flares and a VHF radio

Towing and being towed

Can:

Recover a man-overboard dummy by day and night in all available 
conditions

Night Cruising

Can:

Take charge of a motor cruiser at night, including entering and 

leaving harbour

Demonstrate the ability to keep a proper lookout and identify lit 

marks and nominated positions by night
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