
 
   

 

Cruise Information: 
Rhu to Mallaig 

 
The first of our summer cruising trips see’s us depart Rhu with Mallaig as the 
destination. This is a must do trip for any cruising enthusiast as the trip will take 

both major headlands – Mull of Kintyre and Ardnamurchan Point 
 
Day 1 will involve victualing the boat up at Rhu, followed by a crew safety brief. Once the 

yacht is ready for sea, a typical first day might look at either entering Loch Ranza or 
Lamlash and waiting on a tidal gate to round the Mull.  This could be 30-35 nautical miles 

and take in an evening sail. 
 
Day 2 may begin with a very early start as we hope to round the Mull with a favorable tide 

with a view to heading West to Port Ellen, where you can visit one of the many distilleries 
or perhaps head to Gigha. This day could cover around 50-60 nautical miles. 

 
Day 3 may again involve an early start to catch the tide up the sound of Islay and go 

further west to perhaps Colonsay or to West Loch Tarbert, on Jura, for some very 
interesting pilotage. Alternatively, we might make our way up the Sound of Jura, up to 
Crinnan, stopping of at the MacCormaig Isles for a spot of lunch and a visit to the chapel 

said to have been used by one of St. Columba’s Monks. We may cover around 30 nautical 
miles this day. 

 
Day 4 provides a rest day with the opportunity for a short hop to a new remote anchorage 
for the night. The destination will be dependent on a) where we end up the previous day 

and b) the weather. 
 

Day 5 provides the opportunity to go through the Gulf of Corryvreckan, subject to weather, 
or take the leisurely trip through the Dorus Mor, then on to the Firth of Lorn. Dependent on 
the weather we can either head west to Iona for a visit to the Abbey, before going on to 

Bunnessan or instead, take the trip up the Sound of Mull to Loch Drumbuie, passing the 
picturesque Tobermory, where you might drop anchor.  This day may be around 40-50 

nautical miles. 
 
Day 6 will take us further north passing Staffa, where if you are lucky enough, there’s the 

opportunity to take the dinghy inside Fingal’s Cave before continuing round our 2nd major 
headland, Ardnamurchan - the furthest westerly point of the British Isles before possibly 

making our way north to Muck, the smallest of the small isles.  This could be around 35 
nautical miles. 
 

Day 7 will see us take the small crossing over to Mallaig where we might have the 
opportunity to visit the Island of Egg, before tying the boat up in Mallaig. This day will 

cover around 20 nautical miles.  The trip ends with a much-needed good wash down of the 
Yacht! 
 

At various point throughout the week participants would expect a variety of 
challenges: doing a night sail, practicing their navigation skills, as well as passage 

making or perfecting their trimming of sails. This coupled with the wild life that 
you’ll see makes it a truly rewarding experience. A trip like this is also an 
opportunity to gain valuable miles - around 220 - with some legs maybe counting 

as qualifying passages that you might need! 

 
Please note this is a rough guide.  


